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the plan, which, indeed, I do not wonder at. Dine with M. de Lafayette on me Quai du Louvre. He does not come in until long after we had sat down to dinner, and. yet we did not sit down till five. After dinner I ask him what he thinks of Necker's plan. He says it is the general opinion that it will not go down. He adds that the Bishop d'Autun, or somebody else, should come forward with another. I reply that no man can properly come forward with a plan except the minister, because no qther person can know sufficiently all the needful circumstances ; that the present administration must be kept in their seats, because the late resolution of the Assembly prohibits a choice of ministers in their body. He says that he thinks he can for once take a ministry out of the Assemble, provided he does not name Mirabeau and one or two others. Upon this I observe that I do not know whether the Bishop d'Autun and his friends will be so weak as to accept of office in the present wild situation of affairs ; that nothing can be done without the aid of the Assemblee, who are incompetent; and that, the executive authority being annihilated, there is but little chance of carrying their decrees into effect, even if they could be induced to decree wisely. He says that Mirabeau has well described the Assembled, which he calls the Wild Ass ; that in a fortnight they will be obliged to give him authority which he has hitherto declined. He shows clearly in his countenance that it is the wish of his heart. I ask him what authority. He says a kind of dictatorship, such as Generalissimo, he does not exactly know what will be the title. Upon this I tell him again that he ought to discipline his troops, and remind him of a former question, viz., whether they would obey him. He says they will, but immediately turns round and talks to some other person, Here is a vaulting ambition which o'erleaps itself.nty deposited, should be augmented to fifty millions by a creation of twelve thousand five hundred shares payable in silver. Loustalot opposed Necker's scheme on the ground that it would simply associate the nation in the bankruptcy of the Caisse d'Escompte, for if the Caisse d'Escompte had the credit, it had no use for a national guarantee, and if the nation had the credit, it was not necessary for the Caisse d'Escompte to establish a Caisse Nationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
